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adoption of the federal Constitation; in the

approval of the compromise of 18505 nad in
the election of Franklin Pierce to the Presi-

dency upon a platforms of prinei crabodied
in' certain resolutions, umtng_ ich, aré the
following: = :

BB

“ Resolved, 1. Thn%' the federal govern-
ment is one of limited powers, derived solely
from the Coustitution, and the grants of power
therein ought to be strietly construed by all the
departments of the government; and that it is
inexpedient-and dangerons to exercise doubtful
constitutional powers."

“Oth. That Congress has no power under
the Constitution to interfere with or controlthe
domestic institutions of the several States, and
that such States are the sole and proper judges
of everything appertaining to their own affuirs
not prohibited by the Constitution.”

The press, too, at this time tells us that the

CONGRESS.

In the Senate, yesterday, the French spolig-
tion bill was passed. Mr. Houston conclud®
his remarks in opposition to the Nebraska bill.
Mr. Douglas’s amendment to the 14th section,
declaring the Missouri compromise to be incon-
sistent with the principles of non-intervention
established by the acts of 1850, was adopted—
yeas 35, nays 10. Mr. Badger has the floor
to-day. i

In the House of Representatives the home-
stead bill was taken up as the special order,
and several speeches were delivered not con-
nected with this subject. .

CONGRESSIONAL NON-INTERVEN-
/ TION.

Tt is with us & matter of rejoicing that every
mail that comes, brings us, from all sections of
the country, sble arguments and earnest ap-
peals in behalf of the Nebraska bill. The true

and conservative press of the morth, south
casl, and west all join in giving hearty an
cordial support to the principles of the Nebras-
ka bill, as a final and equitable settlement of
the slavery question. Now and then we find a
paper violent in its opposition ; but, as a gene-
ral thing, wherever we find opposition, there al-
s0 we find abolitionism and sectionalism. We
find the papers opposing the Nebraska bill
geuerally conducted by men conspicuous for
nothing but their love of agitation and discord;
men who have always followed such leaders as
Messrs. Seward, Sumner, Chase, Rantoul,
Greeley, and Giddings. We are of those who
believe that in a free country the press is the
true exponent of public sentiment; and, be-
lieving this, we are fully assured that the loyal
and patriotie people throughout the Union are
in fuvor of the non-intervention prineiple, as
the only just settlement of the question of
slavery.

This principle of non-intervention is mnot at
oll a new one; it is as old as the government it-
self. It is founded in the doctrine of strict con-
struction, which is the great safeguard of the
rights of the States and of the liberties of the
people. It is coeval with the Constitution,
which declares that the powers not delegated to
the United States by the Constitution, nor
prohibited to the States, are reserved to the
States respectively, or fo the people, and that
% the citizens of each State shall be entitled to
all the privileges and immunities of citizens in
the several States.” It is a strange doctrine,
and a doctrine entirely contrary to the Consti-
tution, that one State in this Union has & right
to decide whether or not it will have slavery,
and that the people of auother State cannot
have the right to judge for themselves ina
matter so deeply interesting to them.

H the people of Virginin, and of Massachy-
setts, and of California have a right to decide
whether they will or will not have slavery, why
ig it that under a Constitution that guaranties
to each of the States equal rights and privil-
eges, that the people of Nebraska and Kansas
cannot determine for themselves the same ques-
tion when they form a State government?

And how can they exercise that right freely
and without coercion, unless nou-interven-
tiop prevails during their territorial pupilage?
If slavery is excluded from a territory by
Copgressional action, that action settles the
question of slavery when the territory becomes
a State, and the right ol the people of the ter-
ritory to determine the character of their in-
stitutions by their State constitution is a cheat
and a delusion—a shadow without substance.

Do the advoeates of a restrictive policy hold
that a State constitution which allows slavery
within its limits is anti-republican, and there-
fore contrary to the provisions of the Consti-
tution, which “ guaranties to every State a repub-
lican form of government?"' If so, how 14 it
that, at the formation of the confederacy, every
ove of the States recognised the institution of
slavery? The men who framed the Constitu-
tion surely understood its provisions; and if it
had been uneonstitutional to admit slave-hold-
ing States, then States holding slaves could not

have entered the Union.

The very fact of slave-holding States having
been admitted into the Union utterly refutes
any such doctrine. If it is contrary to the
Constitution for a State to recognise slavery,
then Congress must require not only that Ne-
bragka and Kansas aud the States west of the
Missisgippi and north of 36° 307 shall not be
admitted with slaves, but they must also enact
and require the southern slave-holding States
to abolish slavery.

Has anybody the boldness to advance such
a proposition? And yet it is plain that, under
& Constitution that secures equal rights to the
citizens of every State, that if slavery be pro-
hibited by Congress in one State, it cannot be
ullowed in another, and vice versa. If slavery
be allowed in one State under the Constitu-
tion, it must be allowed in all.

The Constitution makes no geographical dis-
tinetion, but declares plainly and unequivocally
that each State shall enjoy equal rights and
privileges. The abolition press, headed by the
National Era, the New York Times, and Tl
bune, charges that the friends of the Nebraska
bill wish to hurry it through Congress without
due deliberation, and against the will of a ma-
jority of the people of the country. A desperate
case requires desperate expedients, and there-
fore we are not at all surprised at this effrontery
ou the part of a press that was never yet known
to advocate anything national or for the benefit |
of the country, nor to allude but in terms of
bitter denunciation to one portion of the eon-
federncy. We do not wish to push this bill
through Congress against the will of the people.
That will has been expressed in favor of the

people are in favor of this measure, Why, then,
should Congress delay, when delay will allow
the abolitionists and fuctionists time to get np
an excitement on the subject? The question,
‘the constitutional question, has been settled;
and it but remains for Congress now to carry
its principles into operation.
JOHN VAN BUREN'S LETTER TO COL.
CLEMENS.
We publish to-day the letter recently ad-
dressed by John Van Buren to Hon. Jeremiah
Clemens, of Alabams. Mr. Van Buren's latter
is a real genuine Van Buren letter. TIn the
first sentence it admits that the motives which
induced its author to mount the Baltimore
platiorm were of such a character aswould not
bear explanation. What was the character
of those motives? What their nature and
complexion?
It seems Lo us that Mr. Van Baren, cunning
and crafty as he is, has furnished us a clue by
means of which we may answer the guestions
we have propounded. In the first place he
states that, when he took position on the Balti-
more platform, he lost thereby the respect and
esteem of some of his best and truest friends.
Who were they who withdrew their confidence
and esteem from Mr. Van Buren because of
that movement? Assuredlythey were the most
factious portion of his freesoil and abalition fol-
lowers.' That is plain. Then Mr. Van Buren
affirms that he could bave made an explanation
which would have saved him from losg, and that
he forbore to make that explapation because
it would have inflicted injury in another diree-
tion ; all’ of which, reduced to plain English
means just this, according to our humble un-
derstanding: Mr. John Van Buren sustained
the Pierce and King ticket under the guidance
of motives, which were misinterpreted by a por-
tion of his freesoil and abolition followers; those
motives, if fully and properly explained, would
have been satisfactory to his freesoil and aholi-
tion followers and prevented the censures which
they bestowed on him; but the explanation
could not be made without an exposure which
would have called forth censure from another
quarter, wounding the democratic party by re-
vealing the nature of Mr. Van Buren's real
purposes and thwarting his ulterior designs.
In other words, Mr. Van Buren intended to
bamboozle the publie, nnder the impulse of
motives and to accomplish purposes which he
could not avow and was forced to conceal.

Butnow Mr. Van Buren gives his interpre-
tation of the Baltimore platform, and that in-
terpretation is given in a very few words. Ac-
cording to his exposition, the only stipulation
entered into at Baltimore touching slavery was
a stipulation to “drop the subject.” This
commentary has surely the merit of brevity,
but we can perceive no jother merit in it; for
if we understand the action of the Baltimore
convention, it adopted a principle of setllement
which should be adhered to as a means of for-
cing agitators to drop the subject-matter of agi-
tation. The democratic party bound itself to
resist the agitation of the slavery question in
and out of Congress ; but, before doing that, it
adopted a rule of action to be strictly adhered
to as the means of suppressing agitation. It
sanctioned the principle of non-intervention as
a full, final, and complete settlement, adequate,
if adhered to and enforced in the true spirit, to
take care of the slavery question in all time to
come. >

But Mr. Van Buren repudiates the prineiple
of non-intervention ; he repudiates that por-
tion of the Baltimore platform which re-
lates to the process by which factious agi-
tation should be ended, aud insists that there
was only a simple naked stipulation to drop
the subject. This is real unadulterated Van
Burenism—a cunning, very cunning, excecd-
ingly cuuning attempt to throw the respon-
sibility on other shoulders of the factious
course which Mr. Van Buren has determined to
pursue. But cunning sometimes overreaches
itself, exposing its own fuithlessness to its in-
tended dupes and victims. It is so in the
present instance ; for Mr. Van Buren's artful
epistle has served to open the eyes of many who
bad been deluded by the freesoil professions at
Syracuse last November, and made them un-
derstand what Mr. Van Boren meant when he
said on that oceasion that Az had not read the
resolutions. ;

Mr. Van Buren says, forther, that it is pro-
posed to repeal the restrictive clanse of the
Missouri compromise on the ground that it is
either already repealed or never existed ; that it
was superseded by the compromise of 1850, or
is unconstifutional ; and he proceeds then to
make the declaration that & repeal for any of
these reasons would be a flagrant breach of
party faith. This is strange reasoning to us.
We may be dull of comprehension, but we ean-
not understand how a breach of party faith can
be committed by repealing a law that has been
already repealed, or by repealing & law that
never existed, or by repealing a law that has al-
ready been supersedsd by n subsequent law, or
by repealing a law that is in violation of the
Constitution. Mr. Vin Buren says that the
breach of party faith consists in the fact that a
repeal of the restrictive clanse of the Missouri

compromise for any of these reasons would be
entirely unnecessary. But the repeal is ne-
cessary ; for if the Nebraska bill should pass
without the repealing clause, Mr. Van Buren
and his freesoil and abolition followers would

swear most lustily that the Missouri compro-

misa had never been repealed, that it exists in

full force and virtue, that it was nof superseded

by the compromise of 1850, and that it is nat

unconstitutional,  In this behalf we do not un-

dertake to foretell the future ; for the freesoilers

and abolitionists, in and out of Congress, have
already taken this position,

We cannot perceive that werely unneeessary
legislation is a breach of party faith, unless
Mgz, Van Buren thinks it is grievous wrong
that the Nebraska '_ml has M so shaped as
to test the sincerity and expase the hypoerisy
of the faction to ch he belongs. If the
faith of the democratic party has ever been
pledged to any such concealment, we demand
to know when and where the pledge was made,
and the names of the men who dared to enter
into any such disgraceful and degrading stipu-
Intion in the name and on behalf of the dem-
deratic parly. But we have already given as
much importance to Mr. Van Buren's letter as
it deserves ; and we conclude this article by ap-
pending the letter itself, so"that every one can
read and interpret for himself:

+ “My Dear CLEMENs: * * #® % The po-
sition I took on” the Baltimore platform lost
me the respect and esteem of some of my truest
and best friends; but, %0 long as I knew it to be
wise and just, 1 submitted to this Joss without
a murmur, oreven an explanation, which would
have saved me but injured our cause. The
conyenant of peace on the slavery question, en-
tered into at Eenltimom. I thought wise for the
country and indispensable for the democratic
party. Northern and southern democrats differ,
utterly differ, on the whole subjeet of slavery.
What, then, can be done? Why, drop the sub-
ject; it is the only way to avoid a quarrel.
l.l‘his was agreed to be tone at Baltimore;
and now, in open and palpable viplation of
this. agreewent, it i3 proposed to .repeal or
supersede the prohibition of: slavery in the
Missouri Territory, and to repeal it on the
ground that it 18 either already repealed,
or never existed; that it was superseded
by the comprowise of 1850, or is unconstitu-
tional. If either of the reasons be true, thé act
is a flagrant breach of party faith, for the as-
sured reason that the act itself is entirely un-
necessary. Conld anything but a desire to buy
the south at the presidential shambles dictate
such an outrage? Now there are but two men
who can do any good in this crisis—one is Gen-
eral Cass, the other yourself. If you will agree
to the Nebraska bill of last year, it will be
promptly and triumphantly :pussed. I know
Gen, Cass is committed to the theory of non-in-
tervention. I am sorry forit. Ithink the theory
nnsound. It is an idea of sell government ; and
in expressing the iden you overthrow the whole
theory by imposing a government on the Ter-
ritory. States have a right of self-government;
Territories have not. But I don't want to ar-
gue this. General Cass can surely take this
ground, 7, e, that the Baltimore platform for-
bids the esactment or repeal of any law upon
the subject of slavery; and the repeal of the
Missouri prohibition is unnecessary, because
General Cass thinks it uncoostitutional, and
will leave it to the courts so to hold. These
views, and the fact that the people of Nebraska
want the old bill, and that the House by two
to one passed it last year, and that Atchison
of-the Senate went for it, would give General
Cass fair standing ground in doing what I am
sure he sees to be right. You, as a southern
man, could advocate it to ensure peace and
good will for the south. ' It is vital to them to
liveup %:;lheir agreement, They would be worse
off to beat us than to be beat; the sting left
behind would be fatal hereafter. Do you not
think go? *° % * %

“Yours, truly, J. VAN BUREN,
“There i3 one idea in my head which I ought
to have put in my letter, The theory of non-
intervention, as applied to the Nebraska Ter-
ritory, demands the repeal of the law prohibit-
ing slavery in Nebraska. The same theory,
of course, requires the repeal of all laws of
Congress establishing slavery. Now, slavery
in the District of Columbia exists by the laws of
Congress alone, The Maryland and Virginia
laws upholding it are repealed. The non-inter-
vention theory, as now construed, abolishes sla-
very in the District of Columbia. Upon strict
State-rights doctrine, too, it would repeal the
fuqitive slave law, J. % B.

¢ February 3, 1854,”

THE LABORS OF LEGISLATORS.

The January number of tHe Edinburg Re-
view contains a very learned, elaborate, and in-
teresting article on the subject of “ The Machi-
nery of Parlinmentary Legislation.” The wri-
ter manifests a thorough acquaintance with
the subject of legislation, and of parliamentary
forms and modes of proceeding, He illus-
trates his subject by frequent references to the
modes of proceeding in our House of -Repre-
sentatives, with which he seems to have an in-
timate acquaintance. He recommends some
reforms which would no doubt tend greatly to
facilitale business. ;

The lnbors of the members of the English
Puarliament are onerous, almost oppressive.
The two houses comprise upwards of eleven
linndred members. But it is complained that
there is not such a classification of members,
und such an organization of committees, as to
make them effettive agd to equalize labor.

The reviewer says :

“In order to estimate the importance of an
efficient organization of the labors of Parlia-
ment, it will be necessary to pass them under
review, to point out their extent and variety,
and 1o explain the arduous duties and engage-
ments of 118 members. As the main burden
of public business falls upon the House of
Commons, our attention will be more particu-
larly dirceted to its proceedings. Of its la-
bors and endurance, Lﬁe last session will sup-
ply numerous illustrations.

“ The Parliament was assembled on the 4th
of Novémber, 1852, and was prorogued on the
20th of August, 1853. The leaves of autamn
had not fallen when it met; the leaves of
snother summer had begun to fall before it
had concluded its laborious sittings. The ses-
sion extended over a period of 290 days; dur-
ing which the Hoase of Commons sat, for de-
spatch of business, 160 days, and was occupied
1,193 hours 14 minutes ; of which 133} hours
were after midnight. The average of each
day’s sitting was rather less than 74 hours:
but a glance at Mr. Brotherton's detailed re.
turn will fall upon a column, showing that up-
on numerous occasions, during the last two
months of the session, the House continned
sitting for upwards of 15 hours out of the 24!
For example: on the 5th of July the House
met at 12 o'clock, and adjourned on the fol-
lowing morning at § before 4, having divided
to legs than five times after midnight, upon
Mr. Keating's ill-timed motion on dock-yard

motions. And on several other days the

ouse met at 12, and, with a snspension of
business for two hours only in the afternoon,
adjourned between 3 and 4 o'clock on the fol-
lowing morning.
“The bare statement of these unsensonable
hours suggests feelings of weariness and ex-
haustion. What court could sdminister jus-
tice with temper for fourteen hours? Where
are the men of business who could usefully
confer u their own affairs for so many
hours? Even the poor Ilm drudge, writing
for his daily bread, would nnder labors so
long sustuined. Yet members uf‘:hmt
are found to endure them, month mont
and the public rrely hear of their sufferings.

But besides their laborious attendance upon
sittings of the House, they are occupied day
after day with their absorbing and confining
duties in committee, The announcement that

‘the “speaker is at prayers,” releases them from

their committee-rooms, but introduces their no

J

less irksome and laborious occupations in the |

House.

oue ean read it without instraction and profit.

& The following stinging satire, written
by Clement Caraguel, and published in a late
number of the Paris Charivari, is copied into
the Republicain, o French paper of New York,
from which we translate : N

THE OZAR 18 ONLY GREAT

BRCAUSE YOU ARE ON Your KNEes. Bow bowx!

M. de Riancey, who is not less solicitons
for Russia than his coadjutor, M. Laurentie,
proves this morning that it is the attitude of
the western powers which seriously hazards the |
peace of Europe. By the western powers
must be understood England and France. They
are the western which sent Prince
Menschikoff to' Counstantinople.. It is they who
suddenly, and in a time of nd peace, |
crossed the Pruth, and invaded the Danubian
principalities. It is they who exhausted the
E:l.ienre of the plenipotentiaries of Vienna,

mbarded Sinope, and sunk s Turkish squad-
ron.

It is by such acts that they have irritated
the Emperor Nicholas to such a degree, that
it will hereafter be quite difficult to get him to
listen to reason. The entry of the fleets into
the Black sea and the circular of the minister
of foreign affairs have pushed' the difficulty to
its extreme point,

There was one thing more to be done, M,
de Riancey said, if there.was a desire to pre-
serve peace. An embassy must be sent to the
Emperor Nicholas, the members of whichshould
make the journey from Paris to St. Petersburg
on foot, clad in long shirts and with ropes
about their necks: Arrived at St. Petersbarg,
they should kiss the steps of the imperial palace,
and prostrate themselves, face to the earth, be-
fore the emperor. The members of the em:.
bassy should carry with them their wives and
children, who should pull their hair with cries
of despair, while imploring the clemency of the
czar. This prince is not a tiger, and probably
he would be moved by the tears of these women
and children. Tt was thus that the anger of
Coriolanus was formerly appeased. But if this
does not suflice, they must Pma&nt to Nicholas,
on a silver plate, the keys'of all the cities of
France and England, as an evidence of their
submission.

Instead of permitting the presses of Paris
and London to envenom the difficulty by ma-
levolent and passionate comments, the servile
bards of the two countries should be ordered
to sing the praises of the emperor. They must
glorify his handsome form; the whiteness of
his teeth; his appetite; the excellence of his
stomach; his taste for the fine arts; his munifi-
cence; and the enlightened protection which he
accords to letters and the sciences.

Nothing would be easier than to have a
prize cantata in his honor, the music of whice
should be written by one of our first compo-
sers, and which should be performed every
evening in all our theatres. It will be requi-
site to shut up i a kennel the dog of the thea-
tre La Gaiele, whose business it is to bite the
Cossacks ; and, in arranging the characters of
the play in which he fi to determine that
hereafter the Cossacks are to whip the French.
The dog must afterwards be forwarded to the
emperor at St. Petersburg, who will have him
sent to the mines of Siberia.

I would have, moreover, adds M. de Rian-
cey, a subscription opened throughout France,
the proceeds of which will serve to buy a large
number of hoxes of candles, to be given as
new-fear presents to the Cossacks.

“;‘10 ri:a the t]:‘rma.l:l dthﬂt‘"oould l‘i‘aSiBtE such"
marks of g and respect! The Empe-
ror of Ruﬂ;r ]egs than any other; for this
prince's greatness of soul, disinterestedness,
and generosity are well known.

Ay this cost we should very probably avoid
war, which is now so imminent. And who can
foresee all the scourges which will follow in its
train ? Let us mention only the hydra of an-
archy, which will reopen its hundred mouths
at the first cannon-shot. Massacrinski, the
revolutionist, is already rubbing his hands;
and he is ri%:nto do so, the brigand! But the
saddest of the matter is, that all this will de-
range the plans for the Fusion. Ah, the gene-
rosity of the czar has been very much abused!
The ambition of the western powers has con-
ducted Europe to the edge of a precipice. 1
ask at least that a mattress be placed at the
bottom of the hole into which we are about to
fall.

SENSIBLE VIEWS.

The Evansville (Indiana) Enguirer, in ex-
pressing its views in relation to the Nebraska
bill, uses the following language:

“Considering this as a Constitional question,
we have only to ask: Has Congress any right
to exact anything from a new State, except
that it shall be a m&::ﬂic, and shall support
the Constitution? Congress a nght to
say to the people of a territory, you shall not
employ slave labor? Shall Congress say that
California may come in without slavery, and
Nebraska shall not come in with slavery?
Does the Constitution give Co! the right
to prescribe the institutions which the.y shall
adopt, to the people of a Territory ?

“Indiana came in as a free State; suppose
that the sovereign people shonld now «desire to
adopt slavery, have they not a right to doit?
If Congress may legislate on this gwestion, it
may legislate both ways, and may re fuse to ad-
mit free States as well as slave St ates. The
only ground, then, for us to take is {:hat estab-
lishuf hy the compromise of 1850 —that the
peaple of the Territories shall decide this ques-
tion for themselves. This is the onliy constitu-
tional and only common sense ground.”

ONE OF THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

To show the favor with which t'ae Nebrasks
hill is viewed, and the high opiniun entertained
of Jndge Donglas's masterly speech on it, we
would state that between eightyarid ninety thou-
sand copies of Judge Douglas®s speech, in
pamphlet form, have thus far been ordered at
the Sentinel office, by private subscription of
members of the two houses of Congress. We
do not donbt that many more will be ordered,
and to that end we design keeping the types
standing,

0

ROMANCE IN REAL LIFE.

It is rure that fiction psinis so romantic a
tale as will be found in another column of oc-
currences in California. The arrival and.
splendid triumphs of Miss Heron have scarce-
Iy & parallel in deamatic history. The lady is
well known in this ecity, and not less appre-
ciated for her private excelleace than admired
in her prnfes.iond “m. l" she have
health to sustain her in her arciuous duties,and
may fortune as well ag fame cirown her labors.

EDINBURG REVI EW.

We have received from Tayl'or & Maury the
January number of the Edinburg Review,
{American edition.) It is fillcd with ble and
interesting articles. The table of conte uts is

by | as'follows : Lord John Russell’s Memorials of

Mr. Fox and the Buckingham Papers; tl'e
Blind, their Works and Ways; Ecclesiastical
Economy; Public Works in the Presidency of
Madras ; Government Education ; Mensures for
Rich and Poor ; Thackeray's Works ; the Ma-
chinery of Parlismentary Legislation; the Ot-

toman Empire,

We have uot space for extracts from this | G
uble and interesting parliamentary history. No | th

‘. int
all, will be

MRS. GLADSTANE'S BENEFIT.
That accomplished and popular actress, Mrs.
dstanie, who has doue so much to render
ariete & place of delightful resort, intends
Ler benefit to-night. The whole strength
of the campauy, including Mr. Good-
ﬁough into requisition on that
n. The bill is very attractive, and no
effort will be spared to make it unusually sue-
cessful. Mrs. Gladstane has won a right to &
erowded house. We hope that the public will
be mindful of her claims.

From the Ban Franclsco Chronicle.
Dramatic Retrospect.
- . MISS MATILDA HERON. .

We have uently, during the last three
weeks, spoken of the young lady whose name
is pllu?:bme; but ter of her ad
vent; her qualities, career, and the sensation
.she has produced among us, take the shape of
an event above mere desultory trestment, and
worthy of deliberate reflection and review.

California is the place‘for wonders, A wmir-
‘acle in itself, it communicates a quickening
influence to everything great, and developes
merit with the rapidity of magic.

California is the place for genius. Existing
under a condition altogether novel and pecu-
liar; filled with a ratio of intelligence that dis-
tances comparison; owning a population whosé
agitated lives have made them profound obsery-
ers of the passions, itis eminently qualified to
appreciate originality on the stage, to estab-
lish its own standard of excellence, and to
have that standard received and respected by
the world.

California is the place where moral worth
and modest merit receive their proper estima-
tion. Sick of license, disgusted with the reck-
less prologue of a disordered opening, and tired
of mere meretricious glare, it ‘eagerly encour-
ages all rectifying examples, and invites noble
emulation in the way of conduect, by consecrat-
ing goodness.

ureka | California has had the fortune to
show all this within the last four weeks by the
discovery of a new star; it has been its merit
to detect an unappreciated gem, and to bring
forward one who, we helieve, is destined in her
chosen walk to be'the foremost woman of her
time.

Four weeks ago, Matilla Heron landed
quietly upon our shores, She was not only
unannounced, but, it may be said, she was
without a name; and, when chronicled among
the record of arrivals, was passed hy as one
without any social or professional identity.

in the test charactérs of the tragic drama; and,
after a success unparalleled, closed with a re
utation which places her at the very pinnacle
of fame. The unknown strauger has become
the most prominent personage.in her calling,
and, what is most striking, has established her-
self in the very hearts of the best portion of
the community. Never have we seen a popu-
lar enthusisasm more fervid and unremitting
than what she has created. Night after night
her houses have not only been filled, but
crowded, and the ardent thousands who have
contributed to her applause seem to have been
governed by a feeling of direct and active per-
sonal interest in her welfare. Genius alone can
excite such & sentiment as this, and they who
win it have reason to thank Heaven, for they
are the favored of the gods.

It may strike some who have not. seen Miss
Heron, and who have been arrested by the ar-
dor which: has inspired her audiences in her
behalf, that all this is very stranga, and they
may wonder how she got such footing in &
land which never heard her name. But there
is nothing so simple as the impulses of the
publie heart, and the results which flow from
its sudden action are mysteries only to those
who have not heart enmough to understand
them. Let us find the reason. :
Miss Heron, a: lady born and bred, gifted in
intellect, educated and accomplished, but reared
ina nricllymh;gions home, made her fivst efforts
after fame in the field of poetry and literature ;
but, though successful to a fair extent, the ap-
plause which she received was not prompt and
palpable enough for her practical and ardent
mind. The stage presented the means by
which she could challenge an immediate ex-
amination of her genius; and, once imbued with
this idea, it became, 8a is the rule with all
strong natures, an inseparable portion of the
machinery of her thought. The remonstrances
of her family, thoes of filial devotion, the dis-
suasion of friends, though all tenderly consid-
ered, were inferior to what she felt to the pres-
sure of her fate ; and, in despite of herself, she
knew that the current of ambition on which she
Lad embarked must bear her onward to some
definite result, beyond all power of resistance
or reconsideration. From a dreamer she be-
came a student, and, by means of an independ-
ent fund of her own, devoted herself to three
years of laborious tuition under Mr. Peter Rich-
ings, in the private philosophy of the sta%e.

he made her first appearance in Philadel-
phia, two years ago, in the character of Bianca,
and gained the unqualified applause of a full
and critical audience. Indeed her whole en-
gagement was fulfilled with credit, but the dead
weight of public doubt which attaches to a de-
butante, and the lack of clap-trap and “cap-
ping,” which so often makes R?_ctwed inferiori-
ty successful, prevented her from creating that
gensation which her merits deserved, and which
many who beard her, had they not been too
timid to embark their opinions, would have
been glad to express. Another engagement
followed at the Washington theatre, where she
performed the leading business under the man-
agement of Mr. Fleming. She next ap
at Baltingore ; then at Boston; and finally per-
formed & prolonged one, as leading aetress, at
the Bowery theatre in New York.

All these e ments occupied, together,
about two years; but they were separated by
long intervals of illness, the last ome pros-
trating her for several months. At each of
these periods her friends renewed their endea-
vors to dissuade her from pursuing her profes-
sion, but her ambition seemed only to grow the
stronger from bodily affliction; and, more clearly
than they, she saw that, despite of all will of
her own, her future was fixed. The consum-
ing passion—the same which once governed
and sustained a Siddons and an O'Neil—gave
her the power to resist; and, in order to imsp
a period of length, during which she might be
free from imflortanity and give her destiny its
chance, she rose prematurely from her sick bed,
and, taking with her but a female servant to
whom she was attached, placed herself under
the charge of Mr. George Lewis, as her the-
atrical agem] and, after two days’ prepa-
ration, set sail for California. Unfortunately,
Mr. Lewis died on ‘the e up from the
Isthmusg, and she landed here alone.

Depressed by the loneliness of her condition;
mistrusting the visitation as a rebuke for her
wayward ambition, and disooum?d by an ac-
cumulation of minor obstacles, which were too
great for her mere woman’s nature to with-
stand, she sat down, and, to use her own
woman's language, had “a good long cry,” and
resolved to return home Pwithout'trymg her
fortune here) by the nextsteamer. But, while
affairs were in this condition, her name at-
tracted the attention of a few literary gentle-
men, who had heard of her antecedents, and
who had perused evidences of her intellectual
abilities. They at once presonted themselyes
to her, and persuaded her to stay, promising
that she should not only have a creditable en-

ment, but a full house to receive her; after
which her loneliness and want of prestige
would be at an end. She consented, and an
engagement was obiained for her at the Amer-
i.muturlhf;r:lixnighm, to begin on the
ev.wiog of day the 26th December.

7 'be time was unpropitions, and the circum-
stanc.'s d'umngin&“ The euﬁpoliun, now
the mo %t gorgeous theatre in the United States,

Since that time she has played twelve nights |.

d for which the impatient community had
e b?egwsiﬁngmtoh the same
wil

hmﬁ
i Mr. 'Hm'dpei Mrs. Sinelair;
._Efi]:':hcgs\:i-ott company of the Am:inm',

badl by the new establ’shment, were
dl_'tge point of ending their engagements, and

Josing up the house.

. N‘aveﬂxd ess, on the night of the 26th De-
cember, the American theatre was filled to see
the friendless candidate for popular applauvse.
A burst of welcome ted her entrance, and
then the house subsided into a state of nervous
anxiety, such as, perhaps, was never felt before
for o person so entirol{):uknown. She spoke;
a profound silence followed, which showed that
every mind was working on her merits. Bhe
spoke again, and a breath of satisfaction and
relief could be andibly distinguished. Atlength
the progress of the piece brought her to one of
those points which enables her to show, in
pathos, the deep harmonious music of the soul ;

and then burst forth a cheer that made the

building shake. Suspeuse was over; she was
ireceived into the innermost appreciations. of
‘her sudience, and all concern for her future
success, by those who had assumed the respoun-
sibility of an opinion inadvance, waslost in an
enthusiasm that knew no bounds. Her triumph
was not confined to the front; even the ac-
tresses embraced #nd kissed her, snd she was
equally petted before and behind the eurtain.

The next morning the newspapers came out,
with one accord, in unstinted praise; all pla-
cing her in the topmost rank of the profession,
and - some claiming that no performance of
eqnunl excellence was within the powers of any
actress on the stage,

This striking circumstance and grand ac-
cluim exeited ﬁublic curiosity, and then be-
came known those circumstances of private
excellence and untoward fortune which had so
interested the few who had taken pains to
secure her a favorable opening.  The calamity
of her agent's death was turned into a blessing,
for it guve her the adoption of the people; and
the mislocation of such a gem in a worn-out
house and compauy was to prove to be a stroke
of fortune. At the Amevican, the power of her
attractions was undeniable; but her success
at the Metropolitan would have been com-
founded with the blandishments of gay up-
holstery and the natural enticements of & new
establishment. The people were satisfied; and,
being interested by the refreshing noveity of
merit and private worth united in a person
who had come to them unpuffed, they resolved
to take her into their protection. When the
people undertake anything of this sort, the
never do it by halves; and that motive, built
upon and united with her transcendent genius,
were the joint reasons we set ont to give for the
mysterious fitrore which so puzzled the good
furk who had not been presental her first ap-
pearance, and who thus far have not seen her.

On the second night of her engagement she
appeared as the “Countess,” in the play of
Love, and on the third, united the characters
of “Mrs. Haller" in the Stranger and “Ju-
liana” in the Honeymoon. The proceeds of
this night were to be allotted to the widow of
Mr. George Lewis, the agent who had died on
his way from the Isthmus, And here a word.

Miss Heron had suggested that some action
ghould be taken by the profession in San Fran-
cisco in memory of a man who bad been con-
nected with the stage for twenty years, and who
had strained his means to associate with the

rofession here. But one house was “ tied up"”
or some time with engagements; the other
suggested insuperable obstacles for at least four
wwﬂ; whereupon an idea suddenly irradiated
her countenance, and with characteristic ardor
she exclaimed: ¥ Ah I know a way which will
obviate all difficulties. [am entitled to a bene-
fit this week, and Mrs. Lewis can have mine.
It comes on Saturday night, but if 1 can have
it uow, the pmceegs can by Thursday's
steamer, and she will be relieved without de-
Hlay ! This noble conduct, struck from the
soul under circumstances which forbid all sus-

icion of artifice, became known through mem-
Eers of the compauny the following day, and be-
fore night a number of gentlemen spontaneons-
fty contributed to the purchase of a dismond

cross for the generous £rl, a8 an ap iate
reward of an act of such pious and munificent
charity.

We do not recollect ever to have beheld a
scene of equal excitement in a theatre as the
one exhibited dnrinF the presentation of that
jewel. Ignorant of what was to be said or
done, (for the whole arrangement was but 'a
few hours old,) Miss Heron was called before
the curtain with Mr. Baker. The whole house
rose, and her arrival at the centre of the stage
was the signal of a shower of bouguets, too nu-
merous to be gathered, and which literally de-
luged her feet. * What will she do with them
all?”’ said a voice durin{; a momentary lull.
“ She'll walk upon them!" was the answer of a
dozen, and three cheers endorsed the senti-
ment. At this moment a large and magnifi-
cent bunch of flowers was handed by a gen-
tleman from the crowded corner of the orches-
tra, on the top of which glittered the sparkling
present, and beside it o note which Mr. Baker
was requested to read. We will give it here,
at the expense of reeapitulation, not only be-
cause it furnishes a popular endorsement of the
gentiments of this article, but also for the rea-
son that we wish to put on record, in its proper

vinced will be a feature of interest in the l]:ro-
logue of.a history the fufure passages of which
wiﬂ’oecupy the attention of the entire country.
The note, as read by Mr. Baker, contained
these words :

“Dear Yovxs Lapy: A few among the
thousands whom your merits have already
made your friends in Ca]ifor‘gi_a desire to pre-
sent you this small evidene? of their esteem.
It is ‘s symbol of the religion you profess, and
we trust that while it reminds you of your faith,

that genius never can be friendless on these
shores.”

It was a beautiful thing to witness the emo-
tion which flitted over thespeaking countenance
of the agitated girl, as she listened to these
words. All sorts of weather came from her
eyes, and, alternately laughing and erying, she
made the following fresh and uuique reply, as
taken by the reporters:

“Now what shall T do? Ladies and gentle-
men, the position of a speech-maker does not
belong to a lady; nor was it my intention,
when led forward by Mr. Baker, to raise my
voice. Let me assure you that this is the first
time in my life that I have ever uttered a word
on this side of the curtain, But I must tell you
how happLyou have made me. Your kindness
has completely overcome me. You have, in
fact, made me a child, and I cannot ﬁndoian-
fungo to address you as I should. T feel as if

had lost my mankood. 1 cannot speak my
gratitude. 'This beantiful gift, rich as it is in
its jewels, has yet a richer value for me—that
of being the gift of kind, good, und dear friends.
And I value it, too, as the emblém of that reli-

fon which has always been my guide, my

ope, and ‘consolation. Whenever I gaze at it,
however oflen 1 may otherwise think of you, it
will serve to turn my thoughts to Heaven in
prayer for your welfare and ﬁappineu.- 1 ean
only repeat my sincere and heartfolt thanks.”

We shall not provoke failure by attempting
to describe what followed. It was the install
tion of genius; nay, it was more like the con-

secration of a saint. She was lodged firmly in
the hearts of that transported a to
use the expression of one ed | who
in his ecstacy refused o connexion
with his:at”“six yoke of oxen could not drag
her eut

The j of this benefit wero $1,600,
just double the value of the cross, and on the
following mornin superb donation went
by the steamer. n’h ml:Ldm'nation.

g Bianu‘” “Julin,” in Hunchback, and
i Mariana,” were the concluding personations
of the week, and the last house was more
crowded than the first. At the conclusion of
her term, the management at once offered Miss

connexion, a circumstance which we are con-)

it will at the same time be received as a pledge:

a check of $500 beyo the NeAL.

1 the terms

On Mounday, the 2d instant, Miss Heron re-

tarned the kindness of Mrs, Baker, by pecform-
‘unﬁf; and

ing the of *“Juliet,” for liér

on the following Monday, “Margaret Elmore,”
for the benelit of Mrs, Judah, - shrag nighta
devoted to repetitions of “Bianca,” the “ Count-
ess,” aud "Mu‘gﬂatm 4 wed ; and on
Friday last she took her well benefit as
“Mariana,” in The Wife.

The nhiant points of Miss Heron's Califor-
nia career may, therefore, be summed up as
follows: A debut among strapgers, without a
prestige;: twelve triumphant | performanges;
two occasions, when the sale of tickets was
st0] in the afternoon; and & benefit at the
conclusion, when despite 'of storms, of the~*
counter attractions of a grand oratorio at the
Musical Hall, and an imposing military dis-
play at the Metropolitan, she, on the short no-
tice of a day, drew s densely crowded house.
She bas therefore won every deseription of en-
dorsement; as well from aclors as from the

ublic and ‘the press; and she stands a fixed
dramatie identity—a dazzling star, whose ru-
diance will always shine pre-eminent, by what-
ever constellation it may he'hﬁmmded,:

The extent to which we have unwittingly
been led, in deseribing Miss Hevon'smarceh, ents
the us of our attention of'a full veview of the

culiar characleristic and merits of her style.

riefly, however, on that, at the risk of tedious-
ness, we beg to say a word. 4

The first impression of those who have heard
the general encomiums on Mies Heron's acting
will, when they see her, be one of disappoint-
ment.  “ She is very tame,” will be firsl idea.
“1 donot like that turn of expression,” may be
the next, “and then her voice—oh thatis weak,
deficient for the greater pnssions ; and, besides,
she is' not handsome.” And some may per-
haps stop at the end of the first scene, with
the reflection: “Well, well, is this the woman
whom all this fuss has been made about?”

By-and-by, however, as she warms with her
subject and begins to mingle with the charac-
ter, & flash will come to make the observer stir
in his seat; then another, which will oblige
him to contribute in earnest to the profound
silence she has alveady imposed nwpon the rest
of her audience; and, preseuntly, he will be start-
ing with involuntary exclamations of “#hat’s
good!” and he]ping?er heavtily at proper inter-
vals with his hands. :

The second act may make him say: “Itis
true she is not what would be called handsome,
but then there is a profound thoughtfulness
and latent grandeur in her face, which at times
make her look really beautiful. T must admit,
too, that her neck and shoulders are superb,
while her arm' has all the refined perfection of
the elassic marble.”

It may require five acts to get accustomed
to her voice, and then it will grow like music,
and mingle with her exquisite elocution like
the soft notes of the nightingale with the liguid
fall and cadence of a brook. These were the
impressions she first made on us, and we be-
lieve they were common to all who have seen
her. Her manner at the outset is so quiet as
to seem too tame, and there is no trace, under
the deep naturalness of her art, of these bold
artistic evidences for which we have been ac-
customed to look. Disappointment is, there-
fore, a natural result, but it is a result inev-
itable to all originality, It jars with all our
preconceived notions; and, until we bave a
chance to think, we are ngainst it.

The chief' charm and merit of Miss Heron's
acting is the perfect naturalness of her man-
ner, and the absenee of gesticulation and clap:
trap to '_.Eroduoe effects.  Her tong-and face do
nearly the whole work; and her fedtures speak
as andibly as her voice. “Her best acting is
done while listening ' to others, and no move-
ment of the play, or interest of the characters,
escapes the vigilant' comment of her eye. It
is evident to you that she: never censes to
think, from the time she enters till she leaves;
and the stoniest spectator will be drawn un-
conscionsly into her woes, and be forced' to feel,
She is not' like an acfress treading ‘the boards
with clever pomposity and laborious passion,
but a little girl who ‘has caught some half-
dozen of you in & room, and, while her €yes
stream and her heart breaks, is telling you the

itiful story.of her woes. You are very sorry
or her; you see her heart wrung with anguish,
ag if it were writhing in some tﬁzvilish fingers,
and you hear her tortured soul wail for, belp,
and, before you know it, you find something
awel’ling in your throat, and perhaps become a
little ‘ashamed at an involuntary blinding of
your eyes.

These were the effects of “ Bianea," “Juliet,”
and “ Mrs. Haller,” while the Countess,”” and
M Elmore” though they chnllen'?d
their share of sy admitted to their bronder
scope the exhibition of pride, disdnin, indigna-
tion, and revenge. All these passions seem to
be equally understood by this extraordinary
girl, and our wonder is continually challenged
how one who was bred almost as a recluse, and
who nntil within four years has scarcely been
allowed to see & play, much' less fo stir in' the
rough currents of the world, could &0 have cap-
tured Nature, aud laid heropen in every artery
and fibre to her knowledge. Thig, however, is
the attribute of genius, Dormant within it lie
all the qualities of kuowledge;and a single hint
irradiates the whole. The fall of ansapple gives
up the complex notions of the planets, :mg one
burst of feeling lays bare the entire mechanism
of the human

The most remarkable circumstance connected
with Miss Heron's acting is, perhaps, the influ-
ence she exercises over her andience—uay,
even over the actors who play with hev on the
stage. Disdaining rant herself, she subdues’
the tone of every person who pisyl with ‘her,
and throughout the house has substituted the
quiet decorum of the parlor for the noise and
vulgar bustle of the cireus, This atiention is
requisite to her, in ber lower and more concen-
trated tones ; but she so presses it upon the
mind, that she often’ deprives herself by that
means of applause. Hér audiences, though
the most attentive we ever saw, are not a
plauding ones. S8he occupies them so entirely
that they have no time; and she never makes
tricky appeals to those who have. We shall
be understood in this, when we say that we
have seen her in twelve tragic parts and have

m’} ietiheard her seream. 4 of
e highest compliment in the wa ap-
plause tmhm-yetomp‘id!m her,
or indeed to mny actor, was that whichgeas
iven on new-year's uight, when nh:&«..
Flmned her | character of  Juliet.”
waking in the tomb, and ﬁ“mg and ghrink-
ing from the ghost of Ei‘ t with her eyes,
that walnut-cracking holiday audience were so
fascinated and entranced, that they sat motion-
less and silent for some moments after the
scene was donej and then, suddenly recover-
ing themselves from the thraldom under which
they had been placed, they came down in &
shower of applause that shook the house. An
almost equal tribute to her power was paid on
Friday night, when, for n mere Jook at the
;dmdm”:?m fifth nct,ulthe whole audience,
included, rose to their waved hand:
kerchiefs, and cheered. s al'y
~ Our warns us now to close.  In speak-
ing of the excellencies of Miss Heron, we do
not deny that she has errors; but we do not
hesitate to state our opinion that she is very
much the best actress we ever saw. We do
not specify her errors, because we think her
mind is 50 constituted as to be unable to re-
ceive ndvice, and because we think that, afler
planging into them siffficiently, her own ge:
niug good sense will correet them in a bet-
ter manner than could be done by others in
the way of Mhing-"
i.We predict for her a earcer brilliant heyond

an




